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MEMORARDIM FOR: Assistant Director, Research and Reports
‘ . 25X1A9%a
SUBJECT: Report on Overseas TDY q
gnd Stockholm from 1 July to 15 August 19

1. Purpose of Travel

a. The primery purpose of the trip was to attend the meetinge
of the International Geogrephical Union (IGU) in Stockholm, Swedea,

from 6 %o i3 August, ss a memher of the United States delegation to
the IGU.
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2. Activities, Findings, and Conclusions
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d. Stockholm
e 25X1C4a

in stocknoln, [
I attended many sessions where papers by Russlacs were given

and subsequently discussed. I was especially interested in

the research methodology being utilized by the Russians, which
could. be evidenced by the character and guality of their presen-
tutiong. It was & real disappointment to find that many of the
Ruseian papers whick had been scheduled wers cancelled at the
lest minute, throwing the planned program into a state of confusion
and upsetting the steady progress of many of the sessions. Of
those Russian pepers given, most could be characterized as being
very general in nature, vrineipelly telking about the accomplish-
ments that had been made by the USSR usually in very genersi terme
anrd without specific datn to back up their conclusions. On
sgeveral occasions, the presentaticns were questioned by others,
agkirg for specific data in relation to the methodology used or
for & clarification or presentation of facts which led to the
very gereral conclusions which had been given. On most of these
occasions, the suthor of the paper was rather reluctant to be
more specific and, after a consultation between the Russians
present; the excuse wag ususlly given that thie was neither the
time nor the appropriate place to either question the validity
of Scviet statistics or to digcuse the details of data or method-
ology used {0 arrive at conclusions.

Many forelgn geogrephers vere contacted and there was
opportupity to discuss their work, new developments and trends
in geographic research, smd the orgsmization of geographic work
in Geography Departmentz in Universities end in Government
institutions.

East Germany was admitted to the Undon in the first geners)
agserbly, probably becsuse Weet Germany did not take o definite
stend against thelr admittance and, as many think, because the
West Germans wanted Karl Troll to be the next president of the
IGU, which all added up to a "deal” having been made. Troll wes
elected President and Prof. Hens Boesch of Zurich will continue
for another four years as Secretary.
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affair. The field trips Were excellent, 7T took two during
the Conference Period, one to Uppeala ang one in the archi.
relsgo avound Stockholm, Both of them enabled me 4o get a
much better ppeeciation of the 8eographic features of the
area. as well ag the economie and political characteristics

&n opportunity to visi.t before, snd I feel thet thig Private
towr by automobile encbled me to really get a first-hand view

of not oaly the Physical but also and economic
gecgraphy of Switzerland, Austria, Denmari, Holland 25X1X7
end Pelgium., I feel that this ence will be invalusble

in meny indirect applicationg to ny Tresponusibilities in
&eographic work in intellipance.

3. Problems and Diff:i_cultigg

Hone.

b Comnttments Made 25X1A6a
25X1X7

ult of discusstiong with officials of the
I inrormu,y commitied mygele to utilige the guidance
red by them in Plevning ana Programming TDY activities ip suppors
topographic hep procursment effortg,
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D Recomnendations

in commmications to the field, I would recommend that the purposes
of TDY consultations with specific individuals and offices be detailed
az complelely as poesible in order to give them sufficient guldance
for meking srrengements apd 4o dispal any hesitancy that they may have
regarding the purpose and validity of the trip.
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